O ver the past 13 years, I have had the distinct pleasure of serving at the helm of the American Academy of Cosmetic Surgery. I have seen us through some of our greatest victories and heartbreaking defeats. From our fights for equivalency to our specialty acceptance by the American Medical Association, my tenure with this fine organization has been anything but typical or dull. It has been thrilling and exciting; a true journey. , As my time continues to roll on here at the Academy, and the specialty of cosmetic surgery continues to evolve, one thing never seems to change: the exchange of information. Cosmetic surgery is a specialty like no other. It is young, dynamic, and aggressive. Our professionals rely on one another to pass along the latest and greatest in the world of research and development. Whether it is at a live surgery workshop or through an article in a journal, cosmetic surgeons are always eager and willing to learn. Furthermore, this exchange of knowledge only benefits one's practice as well. Could you imagine if tumescent liposuction were never shared with other surgeons? Or consider the thought if the benefits of Botox were never revealed? Consider how different your practices would be today.
And with this exchange arrives a huge responsibility. As a cosmetic surgeon, you have a responsibility to those who have not only come before you, but will follow. Consider the founding father of cosmetic surgery, Richard Webster, MD. It was his vision, goal, and subsequent mission to ensure that cosmetic surgery be a multidisciplinary specialty, welcoming all who desired to learn. It is essential that Dr Webster's hopes and dreams for the specialty continue.
Many of you may be curious about how you can share your knowledge. It is easy! Take the time to attend a live surgery workshop or Annual Meeting. By simply being present at these functions, the exchange of information will continue. Or take the time to submit an abstract for an Annual Meeting. More than ever, the Academy is in need of new and innovative works for presentation. And finally, after taking the time to present at an Annual Meeting, consider offering your work for publication in The American Journal of Cosmetic Surgery. By then, you will have flushed out all of the "bugs" and received excellent feedback from your colleagues. And your paper will continue to receive the recognition that it so rightly deserves. All of these avenues are quite simple to pursue and the value added to you and your colleagues is immeasurable.
Furthermore, in conjunction with the Cosmetic Surgery Foundation, the Academy is pursuing avenues where live surgery videos may someday be streamed over our website. Imagine having the ability to watch and learn in the comfort of your office or your home, on your time, when you are ready. This would be a wonderful luxury for our members.
In addition, you all have an obligation to the Academy's greatest mantra: patient safety. It is the responsibility of the cosmetic surgeon to not only be abreast of the latest developments, but the safety concerns as well. Don't you agree that your patients deserve the very best in technology and care?
Taking the time to make the exchange of information essential is something that every cosmetic surgeon can easily fit into their daily lives. I only hope that whatever avenue you choose, it will become a part of your practice: the exchange of knowledge.
